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E. Laurence Palmer 
PRESIDENT 1935-1936 


We were glad to hear that the recent bout Dr. E. Laurence Palmer had at the 
hospital has left him none the worse for the experience. His main regret is that he 
got behind on many things there are to do. Dr. Palmer was a prime mover in keeping 
the American Nature Study Society functioning as a great organization for many years 
since the early years of its existence. He was president during 1935 and 1936 and served 
for a number of terms as a member of the board of directors and was representative 
to the council of AAAS. 

His contacts with many students at Cornell University who were majors in the 
field of nature study have left a deep impression on the philosophy of nature of many 
people. His extensive writings in the field of nature have likewise had a deep influence 
on the nature study movement in the past, the present, and certainly for the future. 

The School Page, written for Nature Magazine, has contained fine information and 
has expressed much of his philosophy. Last April he wrote that “the greatest rewards in 
the natural history field come from direct experiences with nature.” A work of his which 
has been well received by naturalists — amateur and professional alike — and which 
has been adopted in many schoo!s as a basic text is the FIELDBOOK OF NATURAL 
History. Perhaps the greatest force for expanding a knowledge and understanding of 
nature is the Cornell Rural School Leaflet series published quarterly by Cornell Univer- 
sity. Until his retirement the different numbers were written by Dr. Palmer or prepared 
by graduate students under his supervision. 

At ihe present time Dr. Palmes'’s activities keep him busy with the National Wild- 
life Federation, Nature Magazine and the Educational Policy Committee of the National 
Research Council. 

Dr. Palmer retired from his teaching duties at Cornell in 1952. Shortly after his 
former graduate students established an endowment fund in his name. Annually an 
outstanding graduate is awarded a scholarship for study in conservation education. This 
fund is administered by Dr. P. G. Johnson at Stone Hall, Cornell, Ithaca, N. Y. Your 
editor, who was a graduate student of Dr. Palmer's, assumes that additional contribu- 
tions to that fund would be a worthy cause for the name of conservation and 
nature education. 


Vacation 


If you are looking for a fine rugged 


Western Division of 


ANSS Meets 


A letter from Roland C. Ross, Vice- 
President of the Western Division of the 
ANSS which meets with the AAAS at 
Pasadena, California, in June, reports 
that two and a half days of the three-day 
program will be devoted to field trips 
into the chaparral, burns, to a native 
plant arboretum, a fabulous Natural 
Gardens, the Planetarium, the Oceanor- 
ium, a grunion hunt and a Marine 
Museum. We can assure you that the 
grunion hunt should prove most enter- 
taining and educational with lots of good 
fellowship. The summer meetings will be 
held from June 21 to June 23. 


vaaction among the big timber, over 
glaciers, around cool mountain lakes, join 
the Trail Riders of the Wilderness in 
their 1955 expeditions. These expeditions 
are conducted by the American Forestry 
Association, Washington, D. C. Eleven 
of these fine expeditions are planned for 
this summer among which are included 
trips through the High Uinta Wilderness 
of Utah, Sawtooth Wilderness of Idaho, 
Pecos Wilderness of New Mexico, and 
Wonderland Trail, Mt. Rainier National 
Park, Washington. Full details can be 
obtained from the office of the American 
Forestry Association. 


MARCH, 


1935 


William Gould Vinal 


PRESIDENT 1922-1923 


Dr. William Gould (Captain Bill) 
Vinal was the eighth president to serve 
the American Nature Study Society. 
Through extensive contact with its mem- 
bership and with his many students, he 
has broadly disseminated a fine philoso- 
phy of Nature Education. He has con- 
stantly striven to emphasize that school 
work should be developed on a strong 
basis of natural history and conservation, 
and should use the material of the school 
and camp community to teach boys and 
girls how they are related to the natural 
environment. 

He has been a prolific writer on many 
subjects related to conservation and 
nature study, and his philosophy admir- 
ably complements that of Liberty Hyde 
Bailey, first president of the American 
Nature Study Society. Outstanding among 
his numerous books is Nature Recreation, 
first published in 1940, but recently re- 
published in response to the demands 
for it. 

In August, 1953 he wrote in the School 
Executive that “It becomes increasing!y 
difficult for succeeding generations of 
school children to learn love and rever- 
ence for Nature’s beauties. The schools 
themselves are too often million-dollar 
rock piles put up without thought for the 
surroundings. What little soil there may 
be is frequently turned into an asphalt 
desert lest small feet bring mud into the 
school building.” He comments further 
regarding Newton, Massachusetts, where 
“the school grounds program is based on 
the idea that children must have some 
contact with nature to learn to enjoy it 
and appreciate the necessity of con- 
serving it.” 

His breadth of view of the place of 
nature is expressed regarding the present 
day misunderstood term of conservation. 
“Conservation begins at home— and 
in the school home — and is applied alike 
to bread and butter, heat, light, water, 
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Your News Letter 

Your new Editor of ANSS News 
LETTER is in a position which will be 
tenable only as news is fed to him from 
the membership. Others want to know 
what you are doing. Many things which 
you do are newsworthy. Likewise there 
are interesting items about other members 
of the ANSS which you should send in. 
Remember that this NEWSLETTER is 
yours. 

The last number of the NEWSLETTER 
dedicated to Liberty Hyde Bailey, the 
first president of the ANSS, was pre- 
pared by President Malvina Trussell as 
her last task in the capacity of Editor. 
This number was a fine tribute to a fine 
gentleman. Dr. William G. Vinal wrote 
your editor that this issue reached a new 
high of excellence which should be con- 
tinued. That's a big order for the new 
editor! 

Letters have come in regarding the 
doings and whereabouts of a number of 
our past presidents, and as information 
is made available, it will be incorporated 
in future numbers of the NEWSLETTER. 

Your editor would like to receive in- 
formation about other members who are 
doing good work in the field of nature 
study and conservation. The next edition 
will contain the names and addresses of 
the current membership if present plans 
are matured. You will want to check 
through this list to see how many you 
know in this list of “Who's Who in 
Nature Study.”” You will do ANSS and 
yourself a great service by sending the 
names of others who should join the 
society to Dr. Ruth Hopson, Membership 
Secretary, and Past President, 4709 N. 
Willamette Blvd., Portland, Oregon. 
Your editor feels that each one could 
serve on the membership committee to 
bring as many nature study people as 
possible into professional contact with a 
fine organization with a rich tradition. 


Our fine secretary, Dr. Helen Ross, is 
planning to spend some time in Europe 
this summer if present plans mature. 


WILLIAM GOULD VINAL 
continued from page 1 

products from the soil and Christmas 
decorations. Conservation, in other words, 
doesn’t mean just immense projects like 
reforestation. A view of soil, water, for- 
ests and wildlife in terms of their human 
values can be learned from conservation 
practiced on a very small scale — it in- 
cludes what one does in his own back 
yard, the use of flowers, dandelions for 
‘greens’ and bird baths.” 

In a variety of ways Dr. Vinal ex- 
pressed sound views on what constituted 
an education and what an educated man 
was. He held that ‘education’ is not a 
pouring in of knowledge but the acqui- 
sition of experience and philosophy. Edu- 
cation for the individual or group will 
never end . . . More people are being 
schooled and we hope, educated . . . We 
must devise and accept a code for racial 
and religious differences, or democracy is 
lost. The United Nations deserves our 
support.” 

His lifetime of teaching has given him 
wide contact with many students who 
have gone out enthused by their associ- 
ation with him. Capt. Bill has kept up 
correspondence with a large number of 
these who continue to be inspired and 
guided by him. He retired in 1952 from 
his position as director of Nature Recre- 
ation at the University of Massachusetts. 
Retirement, however, was a signal for 
many demands for his services in con- 
servation and recreation education work- 
shops and rallies. In a newsletter sent to 
former .‘‘students et all,’’ he wrote that 
“Life is busy. I have threatened to go 
back to work so as to have time off.’ He 
is living with Mrs. Vinal (Mother) at 
RFD, Norwell, Massachusetts. We of the 
American Nature Study Society wish our 
former president many more years of the 
fine service to American Nature and 
Recreation Education. 


Is Conservation Enough? 


Too much of the work done in conser- 
vation in many schools deals with symp- 
toms which resulted from man’s mis- 
understanding and abusing the interrela- 
tionships Since Governor 
Pinchot of Pennsylvania became the 
champion of conservation in the first 
quarter of the century, we have seen a 
continued decline of our 


in nature. 


natural re- 
sources though admittedly at a somewhat 
slower pace. Why have we not made 


more progress? Perhaps the following 
quotation from Aldo Leopold, another 
of America’s great conservationists is in 
order: 

“Conservation still proceeds at a 
snail's pace; ... the usual answer 
... ‘more conservation’... But 
is it certain that only the volume of 
education needs stepping up? Is 
something lacking in content as 
well? ... It is inconceivable to me 
that an ethical relation to the land 
can exist without love, respect and 
admiration for land, and a high re- 
gard for its value. By value, | mean 
of course something far broader than 
mere economic value; 1 mean a value 
in a philosophical sense.” 

The day is gone when we can play 
with the idea of conquering nature. The 
day is hard upon us when we must come 
to realize that we must live with nature. 
No school, scout group or others can 
ignore knowing nature in its details in 
order to understand how far we may im- 
pose upon its elements. For carrying out 
this program, NATURE STUDY has the 
most complete equipment of any school 
activity! The whole community area is 
equipment and supplies. Think it over 
whether you are a teacher, a scout leader, 
a writer of nature articles or books, a 
parent with children or one who uses the 
out-of-doors for recreation or a vocation 
in any manner. You should know and are 
obligated to teach others to know nature 
if we are to survive as a great nation. 


Bertha Chapman Cady 
PRESIDENT 1928-1930 


Dr. Be:tha Chapman Cady was the 
tenth president of the ANSS serving for 
three years from 1928 to 1930. For many 
years she was the Nature Adviser for the 
Girl Scouts of America and it is to Dr. 
Cady that the Girl Scouts give credit for 
the good nature program which they have. 

Since the recent death of her husband 
she has been living with a daughter at 
170 Peachtree Hills, N.E., Atlanta, 
Georg a. 
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Natural History 
Workshop 


The Extension Division of the Uni 
versity of Utah is conducting a workshop 
in natural history which will emphasize 
conservation in the nature study program 
in Utah schools. The basis for the work- 
shop activities rests on the proposition 
that man’s misuse of natural resources 
throws nature into great disbalance. The 
problems created are problems of conser- 
vation. The proper approach is not to 
attack the problems which are only symp- 
toms, but to build a fundamental knowl- 
edge of nature and its many intricate 
interrelationships. 

The proposed workshop will empha- 
size the following objectives in order to 
have as broad a meaning as possible: 

1. To help teachers gain skills in recog- 

nizing and identifying common plants 

and animals in the average commu- 
nity. 

To make a study of the aquatic en- 

vironment to better understand the 

place of water in our recreation and 
community life. 

3. To develop a program of projects 
which will rejuvenate the school 
“Nature and Science Corner.” 

4. To show with numerous examples in 
the field the after effects of man’s dis- 
turbance of the dynamic balance 
among the natural elements in the en- 
vironment, and to relate these to 
major conservation problems in Utah. 

5. To explore avenues through which 
the school efforts can be better cor- 
related with the efforts of the state 
and federal agencies concerned with 
conservation education. 

6. To explore the procedures which 
could lead to an integration of nature 
study and conservation in all school 
subjects. 

The workshop will include thirty 
teachers on a scholarship granted by the 
Utah and National Wildlife Federations. 
The director of the workshop is Stanley 
B. Mulaik. 


There is a distinct need for more work 
in mature study for children. Except in 
isolated instances where an enthusiastic 
teacher takes over, the nature work in 
schoo!s is little more than perfunctory. 
The great lack most people have of even 
a smattering knowledge of the common 
trees, soil, shrubs, insects, birds, fish, 


lizards, and other groups indicates that 
their education failed to give an under- 
standing of one’s surroundings. One may 
have facility with a particular major or 
a group of academic subjects, but one’s 
sensitivity to life around him is the high- 
est measure of education. 


LETTER 


North Central Conference on Biology Teaching 


News Briefs 


Early reviews of THE GREAT ADVEN- 
TURE, a feature length film by Sweden's 
Arne Sucksdorff, class it as good as the 
best of Disney’s wildlife studies and in 
some ways exceeding them. It deals in a 
simple and gentle manner with a Swedish 
farm and the animal life abounding on 
it. The photography is superb. Evidently 
we can look to a treat when it comes to 
our local theaters. 


The drama of Nature is rarely fixed 
and stabilized, and there is the great 
thrill at catching her in her more crea- 
tive moments when she is displaying 
something original to observe out of the 
Kaleidescope of her activities. For the 
nature study teacher there is a great need 
to watch for and utilize these teachable 
moments for catching the interest of 
children. 


To keep the record straight it should 
be noted that Edwin Way Teale preceded 
Richard W. Westwood in 1947 and 1948 
rather than followed him as president of 
ANSS. The error in the order of presi- 
dent sequence in the last issue was a slip 
for which we are sorry. This puts the 
record straight. 


We are in need of information about 
successful Nature Study Workshops or 
other nature study offerings as training 
for teachers or resource use workers. If 
you know of one of these, or are yourself 
directing such work, you owe it to the 
ANSS to have the information made 
available in the News Letter. Send the 
information to Stanley B. Mulaik, Uni- 
versity of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


The Conservation Education Associa- 
tion has Dr. Wilson F. Clark as the editor 
its News Letrer which is published 
quarterly. Dr. Clark is a graduate of 
Cornell where he did work with Dr. 
: Palmer. This quarterly Newsletter re- 
Los educational efforts at various levels 
‘for a better conservation education. The 
.next annual meeting of the CEA will be 
held in Plymouth, New Hampshire, 
August 27 to 31. The theme will be 
“The Total Administrative Organization 
of Effective Conservation at the State 
Level.”’ 


to be held at seaman of Michigan Biological Station 


A North Central Conference on 
Biology Teaching sponsored by the 
National Association of Biology Teachers 
on a grant from the National Science 
Foundation, will be held at the University 
of Michigan Biological Station at Douglas 
Lake, Cheboygan, Michigan, August 
19-30, according to Brother Charles H. 
Sevarin, President of NABT, St. Mary’s 
College, Winona, Minnesota. 

Ninety delegates will be selected from 
high schools, colleges and State depart- 
ments of education in Michigan, Ohio, 
West Virginia, Indiana, Illinois, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri and 
Kansas. 

The staff selected for the conference 
includes Dr. Richard L. Weaver as direc- 
tor, University of Michigan, Dr. John 
Breukelman as chairman of the Steering 
Committee, State Teachers College, 
Emporia, Kansas, Dr. Richard Armacost, 
Purdue University, Indiana, Paul Klinge, 
Howe High School, Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana, and Dr. Alfred H. Stockard, Direc- 
tor of the University of Michigan Bio- 
logical Station, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

This is the second conference sponsored 
by the NABT and the National Science 
Foundation. The report of the Southern 
Conference held in 1954 at the University 
of Florida, was published as the January 
issue of The American Biology Teacher. 
Single copies are available from Paul 
Webster, Secretary - Treasurer, NABT, 
Bryan High School, Bryan, Ohio. 


Revised Edition of 
Bibliography Is Ready 


The second edition of the popular 
“Bibliography of Free and Inexpensive 
Materials for Teaching Conservation and 
Resource Use,” by Muriel Beuschlein has 
been published by the Conservation Proj- 
ect of the National Association of Biology 
Teachers. Copies are available from the 
Project Leader, Dr. Richard L. Weaver, 
P. O. Box 2073, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

The revised bibliography will be 
Chapter XII in the “Handbook on Teach- 
ing Conservation and Resource Use” 
which was prepared by the Conservation 
Project Committee and which will be re- 
leased in August, 1955. The Handbook 
contains descriptions of over one hundred 
projects or programs in conservation and 
resource use from thirty states. It will 
cost $4.00 per copy, with a 20% dis- 
count to teachers and schools. Proceeds 
from the sale of the Handbook will be 
us2d to locate additional descriptions for 
use in later editions of the Handbook. 


— 


NEWS LETTER 


March, 1955 


MEMBERSHIP 


IN THE ANSS 


The following comes from your Membership Secretary, Dr. Ruth Hopson, Past President, and should be a stimulus for each 
member to become a local membership drive chairman.— Editor 


The late Liberty Hyde Bailey pro- 
pounded a philosophy of Nature Study 
clearly expressed in his book, THE 
Nature Stupy Those of us who 
are members of the ANSS feel a deep 
sense of professional fellowship bound 
together by this philosophy. We extend 
our thanks to Malvina Trussell, our new 
president, on the fine selection of the 
ideals and philosophy which were printed 
in the last issue of the News LETTER. 

Your membership in the ANSS is 
proof that you believe in an organization 
of those who have a compelling interest 
in the out-of-doors and in the meeting 
for a common purpose of professional 


Roger Tory Peterson 
PRESIDENT 1952-1953 

Among America’s great naturalists is 
Roger Tory Peterson who was the twenty- 
second person to serve as president of the 
American Nature Study Society. Without 
doubt he has had a greater influence in 
promoting and spreading the study and 
understanding of birds than any other 
person. Through his Field Books he 
made available an easy means of getting 
a better acquaintance with the birds in 
the field. His latest big conquest was the 
publication of the FiELD GUIDE TO THE 
Birps OF BRITAIN AND Europe. Soon 
after its publication it became a_ best 
seller and in a short time it was trans- 
lated into a number of foreign languages. 

Over a year ago Dr. Peterson com- 
pleted a 25,000 mile grand tour around 
North America from New Foundland to 
Alaska by way of Mexico with his 
English colleague, James Fisher. Last 
summer after setting up their two boys 
in camps, the Petersons went to England 
where Roger worked with Fisher on a 
book, WiLD AMERICA, a saga of their 
circumcontinental trip. After this session 
the Petersons went to the continent to 
photograph the birds of the Camargue in 
Southern France, the great bird paradise 
of the Mediterranean. 

Field Natural History and particularly 
bird study owes much to Dr. Peterson. 
His work with young people through the 
Audubon Society has had a vital role. 
Through numerous publication of aids to 
teachers and other group leaders he has 
greatly influenced many to a better under- 
standing and appreciation of the Out-of- 
Doors. 


and amateur naturalists, nature writers, 
artists, photographers, conservationists 
and teachers. However, we raise the 
question of whether membership is 
enough. Isn't there more one can do for 
the “good of the order‘? 

Many have attended some of the re- 
gional and national meetings, but this is 
still not enough. Each member should 
strive to be among those counted at more 
of these meetings, where many form new 
bonds of friendship with persons across 
the country having a mutual interest in 
natural history. It is friendship born from 
sharing inspiring meetings, field trips, 
the annual banquet, and their koda- 
chromes. Missing these meetings is miss- 
ing too much of what the American 
Nature Study Society has to offer. 

Members of the ANSS are people with 
training and experience to offer leader- 
ship in natural history in local communi- 
ties. Most of us should become more 
active in getting friends and acquaint- 
ances together for natural history field 
trips. In this way many will be stimu- 
lated to join the ANSS. 

Perhaps you know of others who have 
been members in the past but whose 
membership has been permitted to lapse. 
You can give these people the necessary 


Group I 
Group II 
Group Il 
Nature 
Group IV 
Group V 
Leaflet 
[-] Group VI 
Nature 
Group VII 


$1.50 Membership, 
$2.50 Membership, 
$3.00 Membership, 


$4.00 Membership, 
$4.50 Membership, 


$5.50 Membership, 


encouragement to come back into the 
fold. There are other ways you can be 
more effective as a member; for a society 
has dignity and professional stature only 
as its individuals work to attain it. Some 
things you can do are listed as follows: 
1. Know the history and philosophy of 
your ANSS. 
Get your amateur and professional 
naturalists friends to join the ANSS. 
Send suggestions for improving the 
ANSS to your president, Dr. Malvina 
Trussell, 2011 Lee Avenue, Talla- 
hassee, Florida. 
Attend national and regional meet- 
ings, and contribute to the program 
out of your professional pa hobby 
interests in nature. Get in touch with 
your president for national program 
planning or with the vice-president of 
the Western Section. Show your 
favorite kodachromes at the informal 
evening meetings. 
Tell others about the ANSS and show 
them copies of the Cornell Rural 
School Leaflet, Canadian Nature, the 
Newsletter, and the Nature Magazine 
which come with various classes of 
membership. These various member- 
ships are listed below. 


Newsletter, Cornell Leaflet 
Newsletter, Canadian Nature 
Newsletter, Cornell Leaflet, Canadian 


Newsletter, Nature Magazine 
Newsletter, Nature Magazine, Cornell 


Newsletter, Nature Magazine, Canadian 


$6.00 Membership, Newsletter, Nature Magazine, Cornell 


Leaflet, and Canadian Nature 


Send Applications and Payments to: 


G. W. Mouser, Treasurer 
4721 Woodcraft Rd., Indian Hills, 


Okemos, Michigan 


ANSS dues run for the calendar year. 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY 


State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Mass. 
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